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Sizing a Receiver

Much to-do is made over receiver sizing. If you do any research on the subject, you’ll find all
sorts of conflicting information. It’s really tough to find a straightforward set of guidelines on how to
select a receiver size. However, in the real world, if you’re buying a compressor that is 30 HP or
under, it will probably be delivered with an integral receiver as part of the package. As for
compressors over 30 HP and base mounted units, the following chart (Fig 1) shows receiver sizes
against compressor horsepower as appropriate for general purpose compressed air applications.

It should be noted that all receivers should be
equipped with a pressure relief valve that is rated
no higher then the maximum pressure rating on the

Figure 1 receivers name plate.

Receiver Size Chart
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Courtesy of: 240 Gallon, 32 Cu. Ft.
304 Garden Oaks Blvd. Vertical Air Receiver
Houston, Tx 77018 Weight: 670 Lbs.
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